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By Hayden Seder

The lyrics of Jamestown Revival songs have a compelling simplic-
ity. “Lately I’m scared of being alive,” they croon in, “Fur Coat 
Blues.” And, “Love is a burden, it’s bringing me down,” in their 
song of everyone’s favorite hardship, “Love is a Burden.” It’s 
these relatable lyrics about everyday life paired with Americana 
and Southern rock riffs that make Jamestown Revival a hit.   
 Playing festivals from Coachella to Stagecoach 

and featured in Rolling Stone and The Wall 
Street Journal, the seven-year-old band is tak-
ing off. On September 3, the band will per-
form with Ketchum favorites Lukas Nelson 
and Promise of the Real at the Sun Valley 
Pavilion.

The Jamestown Revival founders, Zach Chance 
(piano, vocals) and Jonathan Clay (guitar, vocals), 
began their musical careers as friends growing up 
in Magnolia, Texas. “I grew up playing guitar and 
my dad plays guitar, piano, and banjo,” explains 
Clay. “And Zach’s mom has always been a big 
singer.” 

“My mom was always singing nonstop,” adds 

Chance. In their musical households, bands and singers like James Taylor, 
John Denver, Guy Clarke, and Towns Van Zandt would influence the duo 
in their appreciation of Southern rock and Americana sound.

After experimenting with solo careers, Jamestown Revival was formed in 
2010. “Zach and I started talking about music and writing songs together 
when we were 15,” says Clay. “After high school we both went to Texas 
State together where I think I was a little more seriously involved in mu-
sic.” After two years, Clay dropped out of college to focus on his musical 
career while Chance finished school and then began writing songs and 
recording an album. The two toured as solo artists but decided it was bet-
ter both for the musicians and the audience to play together. “I spent a lot 
of time touring by myself and it was a really lonesome endeavor,” Clay re-
calls. Not only did the two enjoy playing together, the audience responded 
much more favorably to the duo. “When we were touring together, people 
really reacted to our harmonies. We felt like, ‘Let’s listen to people and do 
what’s working’,” explains Clay.

And so Jamestown Revival was born. The name pays homage to both the 
first U.S. settlement of Jamestown, Virginia, and the classic rock band, 
Creedence Clearwater Revival. Their first album, 2014’s Utah (named for 
the Wasatch Mountains where the band recorded), was named iTunes Best 
of 2014: Singer-Songwriter Album of the Year. Their newest album, 2016’s 
The Education of a Wandering Man, was written while traveling, and 
catalogues their experiences on the road. “We always joke that it sounds 
like a late-night playlist after a show when you have to drive all through 
the night,” explains Chance. The album name is a tip of the hat to Louis 
L’Amour’s Education of a Wandering Man, which both men read and 
loved. 

Over the years of travel, touring, recording, and friendship, both Chance 
and Clay have had to figure out the nuances of working together while 
remaining friends. “When you’ve been friends a long time and you’re in a 
band and business partners, you learn when to be friends and when to put 
the business hat on and separate the two,” explains Chance. “I agree, it’s 
two very different sides of a relationship,” Clay chimes in. And as for what 
the two have learned about each other after so many years? “John has an 
insatiable appetite for picking at yard sales!” says Chance. And Clay says, 
“Zach is good at kung fu. He has a hell of a kung fu punch.”

With two albums under their belts and surely many more to come, the 
band is ready to fully explode on the music scene while still being accessible 
to small-town audiences like Ketchum. Don’t miss the opportunity to hear 
the duo’s version of rockin’ Americana this September.

Jamestown Revival will 
play with Lukas Nelson and 
Promise of the Real at the Sun 
Valley Pavilion September 3 
at 6:30pm. Tickets available at 
http://sunvalley.ticketfly.com/
event/1477573-lukas-nelson-
promise-real-sun-valley/.

Above: Jamestown Revival founders Jonathon Clay (left) and Zach Chance 
(right), Photo courtesy of Jamestown Revival.
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