
MOTOPONY
Motopony is so much more than just the name 
of vocalist and guitarist Daniel Blue’s Seattle-
based band. It is a term coined by Blue to 
represent a state of living, a journey, a search 
for the magic in life that connects us all and 
makes us realize that we are connected to 
every part of this earth. 
Daniel himself is on a constant seeker’s journey and strives 
to instill that same feeling into his music. With the release 
of Motopony’s third full-length album, 50 Katrinas, Blue 
and his fellow bandmates Michael Knight, Carl Germain, 

Timothy Graham, and Gabriel Molinaro get one step 
closer to sharing their magic. Find it for yourself at Moto-
pony’s show at the Hot Water Inn on June 8.

Blue’s discovery of the way of life he would refer to as 
“Motopony” came about after reading the book The Spell 
of the Sensuous by David Abrams. The book discusses 
a shamanic tradition that suggests that animals, plants, 
tools, and even stones have a kind of perception and they 
echo what they are offered. It was suggested that a life 
lived in poor relationship with the world around oneself 
was perhaps the cause of all the sickness, war, and suf-
fering in the world. Daniel took this experiment to heart 
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and treated his motorcycle—lovingly 
calling it “pony”—as if it were alive 
and tried to respect it as a living 
thing. It changed the way he rode 
his bike, making it more enjoyable 
to treat it like a friend when riding 
rather than as an assembly of parts 
and materials. He saw himself as 
part of the world and not just a user 
of it. The resulting joy and empower-
ment of that moment led him to the 
term “motopony,” a word which he 
began to use to define any tool that 
he used respectfully with a relational 
intention of healing himself and the 
world. 

This “motopony” way of living is 
evident in the intention that Blue 
has when it comes to his music. The 
singer and guitar player didn’t set 
out to be a musician but was guided 
in his life path to picking up a guitar 
at the late (by industry standards) 
age of 27. The first sign that he was 
meant to play music came to him in 
a dream. “When I was 19 I had a 
dream that I would be singing on a 
stage,” explains Blue of his vision. 
“It was really poignant and I felt 
like it was somewhat prophetic. In 
seeking that out and really looking 
for direction from whatever it is that 
gives us dreams, I felt like I had to 
kind of find my voice and learn how 
to be a person.” 

It wasn’t until eight years later when 
Daniel was mourning the death of 
his mother (whom he lost to can-
cer when he was 22), that Daniel 
reached for an old guitar and played 
it with all his soul. He had a true 
conversation with the guitar, asking 
for help to escape his sorrow. The 
guitar answered and the rest, as they 
say, is history. “I bought the guitar 
at a garage sale years prior for about 
$10 thinking that it would be fun to 
have around. It sat and collected dust 
for years before I picked it up that 
night,” says Blue.

At the time of this musical epiphany, 
Blue was a fashion designer in 
Tacoma, Washington, using sewing 
skills he learned from his mother 
growing up and after inheriting her 
sewing machine. “I used that plat-
form to the best of my abilities and 
it was great. It taught me a lot about 
collaboration,” says Blue of this 
time. “We would have shows with 
dancers and props and makeup; they 
were operatic productions but we 
called them fashion shows. I learned 
about being a leader and a hub of a 
creative endeavor which were all im-
portant steps to being both an artist 
in general and the type of artist I am 
now, a musician.” 

With his newfound love of guitar and 
his prophetic vision in mind, Blue 

dove into his relationship with music 
as he did with all things; treating it 
with the love and care of a person 
so as to get that same love and care 
in return. Blue closed his warehouse, 
sold his business, got rid of most of 
his possessions, and began couch 
surfing between Tacoma and Seattle 
in order to truly devote himself to his 
craft. “It just seemed like simplifying 
and only having the tools I needed to 
be a musician made sense rather than 
loading myself down with stuff that 
I didn’t need,” explains Blue of this 
drastic step. “It was a way to give 
myself freedom to fully pursue the 
dream to be a musician.”

While this may seem drastic to 
many, when asked about the radical 
changes he made, Blue seems at ease 
with it, as if the decision was pre-
ordained and he was merely a pawn 
of fate. “I had a conversation with 
my mentor and asked if I should try 
throwing myself into music. He said, 
‘Ask yourself: ten years from now, 
would you rather be behind a guitar 
or a sewing machine?’” Blue’s answer 
was clear. “There’s just so much 
more that I can say with music than 
with fashion; it leant itself to a bigger 
voice and a bigger canvas. I wasn’t 
unhappy as a fashion designer, but I 
wasn’t the greatest at it either.”

Within a year, Blue had an album 

“Love can save us. 
Care and connection, 
unplugging a little bit, 
discovering and accepting 
the outsider are really 
important factors in 
healing our planet.”
-Daniel Blue, Motopony 
vocalist and guitarist

behind the band Motopony and began 
touring the U.S. and the U.K., playing fes-
tivals like SXSW and Bumbershoot. Their 
music featured on shows like HBO’s 
Hung and Fox’s House. Motopony has 
just released their third-full length album, 
50 Katrinas, which Motopony describes 
on their website as “like living quartz 
crystals growing out of flowing canyon 
walls; catchy, inspired, and distinctively 
Pacific Northwest psyche-pop singles hid-
den amidst the foliage of a free-spirited 
kaleidoscope of unhinged compositions.”

The album is a true call-to-arms of the 
dangers of respecting the planet we live 
on. After the past year’s worth of poli-
tics, natural disasters, and violence, Blue 
felt like he wanted to address a number 
of issues in his music as well as his art. 
“The theme I saw rising dramatically was 

asking what sort of future we’re leaving 
for the generations to come. If we can 
imagine a world where 50 more [Hur-
ricane] Katrinas happen, since they seem 
to be happening on an increasing basis, 
when does the collapse appear?” 

To demonstrate what this collapse might 
look like, Blue has formed a story arc be-
hind the album that centers on two char-
acters involved in a love story. The world 
is in post-collapse. The male protagonist 
is a shepherd from a commune who rides 
a magic motorcyle and has been rejected 
by society. When I ask Blue if the male 
character is meant to be him, it seems like 
he had truly never considered the paral-
lels between the two but soon realizes 
his own true reflection in the story. To go 
along with this story arc are detailed pho-
tos to accompany each song on the album 

and help spell out the narrative. “The 
underlying message is that love can save 
us and that care, connection, unplugging 
a little bit, and discovering and accepting 
the outsider are really important factors 
in healing our planet."
Motopony will play at the Hot Water Inn on 
June 8.

Hot Water Inn 
100 Picabo St | Ketchum 
626.484.3021
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