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A golden egg. Harry and the other Tri-
wizard Tournament participants were each 

given one, about the size of a dragon's 
egg, and told to solve the clue inside. I’m 
referencing, of course, the fourth book in 
the Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and 

the Goblet of Fire. The golden eggs assigned 
to the contestants turned out to reveal a 

secret only once taken underwater where a 
beautiful mermaid song escaped the shell.

Like Harry, The Shook Twins, Katelyn and 
Laurie Shook, who will play at Whiskey 

Jacques July 22, received a similarly sized 
mysterious golden egg from a man outside 

a concert in Seattle six years ago. They were 
only told that the man had received it from 

a woman who told him that he must sign 
it and pass it on to the next person and 

so on. Much like Harry who stared at the 
egg for weeks before interacting with it, 

Katelyn and Laurie marinated on exactly 
what to do with the egg. 
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Laurie finally had the idea to make it 
musical and incorporate it into their own 
act by shoving popcorn kernels into a 
tiny hole at the top. Thus, the golden egg 
shaker was born. Katelyn took it to the 
next step, attaching a contact mic on it to 
make it a drum. With Laurie playing the 
created instrument at shows, the golden 
egg has become a calling card for The 
Shook Twins as well as something of a 
talisman for the band itself. “It’s magic to 
us,” says Katelyn. “We wish on it a lot and 
it’s kind of a manifestation of our magic.” 

The magic of The Shook Twins is 
something audiences feel at every show 
where the two sisters and electric guitar/
mandolin/vox/drum pad player Niko 
Daoussis; bass player Josh Simon; and 
drummer Barra Brown create a laid-back 
and fun presence on stage while taking the 
audience on an adventure. The ethereal 
voices of Katelyn and Laurie along with 
the sounds of guitar, banjo, vox, ukulele, 
glockenspiel, telephone microphone, and 
the egg create a symphony of otherworldly 
sounds behind pop, indie, and folk tunes.

After the Sandpoint, Idaho-based twins 
had their first gig in 2004 (taking a break 
from attending University of Idaho in 
Moscow), the sisters played in and around 

Sandpoint and northern Idaho, harnessing 
their sound and ultimately releasing their 
first album, "You Can Have the Rest," 
in 2008. Since then The Shook Twins 
have released five albums/EPs and are 
currently recording a new album. “We’ve 
changed a lot since our first album. We’re 
really proud that with each record we’ve 
grown to a new sound. The first album 
was more folk-pop; the next had more 
of a bluegrass-y sound; "What We Do" 
is a lot more groovy soul/electric guitar 
for the first time. And this new record is 
quite a bit more pop-y but good pop,” says 
Katelyn. With influences from The Beatles 
to Joni Mitchell to The Barr Brothers, 
The Shook Twins sound is ever-evolving, 
making no two songs the same.

Their newest album is being recorded 
in Portland, their hometown as of 2009 
after moving there to advance their music 
career. The move proved to be a good one 
as the twins have now performed alongside 
Ryan Adams, Mason Jennings, Blitzen 
Trapper, The Indigo Girls; will open for 
headliners Ani Difrancoand Gregory 
Alan Isakov at Red Rocks amphitheatre 
in Denver, Colorado; as well as play at 
roughly 20 festivals in 2016. With such 
a busy schedule, finding time to write 
the remaining songs for their current 

half-recorded album can be a challenge. 
“Laurie and I have lately just been locking 
ourselves in a friend’s house,” explains 
Katelyn of their process. “We can’t write 
in our house anymore because we get 
distracted and we’re on the road half the 
year so we lock ourselves up for four or 
five days and wait for the songs to come to 
us. And it works. We’ve gotten seven songs 
out of the last two sessions.”

One stop on their multi-festival and gig 
tour will be Whiskey Jacques on July 22, 
though this won’t be their first time in the 
Valley. The duo are a Whiskey Jacques’ 
favorite and even played the short-lived 
MASSV festival one year. “We love Sun 
Valley; it’s so beautiful. We try to hike and 
go to the Frenchman’s hot springs every 
time we’re here,” says Katelyn.

Whether you like indie, folk, or pop or 
you just want to see the mythical golden 
egg, The Shook Twins performance 
promises to transport you to a magical 
world where eggs are instruments and it 
feels like the band is playing just to you.

The Shook Twins will play at Whiskey Jacques July 
22, 2016. For tickets visit whiskeyjacques.com. For 
more information on The Shook Twins visit: 
shooktwins.com.

The Shook Twins, with 
Bass + Percussionist, Kyle Volkman 
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