
C o-founded in 2012 by 
WRVST president 
Suzanne Hazlett along 
with founding board 

members Brooke Bonner and Mary 
Williams, the Tour is a nonprofi t 
organization championing the 
creative entrepreneurs in the Valley 
while also allowing people of all 
interests, ages, and art education to 
learn more about the artistic process 
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through the viewing of professional 
working studios. Hazlett was inspired 
to start the Wood River Valley’s 
tour after experiencing a similar 
tour, the Roaring Fork Studio Tour 
in Colorado. That tour spanned a 
distance of 42 miles from Aspen to 
Glenwood Springs; Hazlett knew that 
if people were willing to cover that 
distance, the 18 miles that spans the 
Wood River Valley was even more 

doable. “The physical aspect of the 
Valley makes it easy to manage a 
trip up and down whether by bike 
or car or if visitors want to focus on 
one area, they can feasibly see many 
studios on foot,” says Hazlett. “And 
the abundance of artists who maintain 
studios in this intimate mountain 
community made the tour possible.”

In its fi rst year, Hazlett and her 
team only expected to have 25 artists 

August is a busy time for events in the Wood 
River Valley; there’s the Sun Valley Summer 
Symphony, the Sun Valley Arts & Crafts Festival, 
and the general fun of the outdoors to compete 
with. But for the seventh year in a row, the
Wood River Valley Studio Tour will entice visitors 
and locals alike to be awed by the number of 
working artists in this small mountain community 
by touring studios in Sun Valley, Ketchum,
Hailey and Bellevue. 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 & 18,
42 artists throughout the Valley will open their 
artistic work spaces to friends, family, neighbors, 
and visitors, letting everyone in on just what 
makes these artists tick.
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and ended up with a whopping 55, 
truly confirming the interest that 
artists have in sharing an intimate 
part of themselves—their studios—
with the public. “Starting the Studio 
Tour required fostering trust with the 
artists and with the visitor to let them 
know that this was an opportunity 
to break down barriers—whether 
real or imaginary—to understanding 
more about art,” explains Hazlett. 
“That artist is welcoming strangers, 
neighbors, and friends into the space 
where their work is created. How 
much more intimate can you be as an 
artist?”

Over the last seven years, the 
tour has strived to constantly elevate 
the experience for its patrons, from 
changing the time of year of the event 
to the location of its group exhibition 
to how information on the Tour is 
published. As in previous years, all 
members of the WRVST participate 
in a group exhibition displaying one 
work of art that represents the artist’s 
current body of work that may be 
viewed in their studio. Additionally, 
each artist donates an original 8”x8” 
work of art which is installed in a 
mosaic-like installation coined the 
Mosaic Project. Each of the artworks 
is available for purchase through an 
online auction that will commence 
Friday, August 9 through Sunday, 
August 18 with proceeds benefiting the 
nonprofit, Wood River Valley Studio 
Tour, Inc. The Mosaic Project will also 
be exhibited in person from August 
16 through 18, 11am-5pm at the 
Ketchum Innovation Center (KIC). 
A reception with the artists will take 
place at KIC on Friday, August 16 

from 5-8pm to kick off the weekend, 
followed by studio touring from 
10am-5pm on Saturday and Sunday, 
August 17 and 18.

PARTNERING WITH KIC
Partnering with KIC this year 

is a first for the Tour and one that 
fits perfectly. The Tour has always 
promoted a sense of entrepreneurship 
among its artists and the artists in 
general in the Valley, which lines up 
with the core of the KIC’s mission 
according to Hazlett: “KIC helps 
move forward the genius of the 
entrepreneurial spirit we already 
have here in this Valley and to make 
connections with other entrepreneurs; 
they certainly have already done that 
for us.”

Aside from just providing a venue 
for the Tour’s group exhibit and 
reception, KIC and the WRVST have 
teamed up to provide professional 
development programs for both the 
Tour’s and the Valley’s professional 
artists. The KIC hosted the first of 
these development workshops in April 
on the subject of Social Media 101 for 
Artists which drew about 40 Valley-
wide artists. In May, the KIC hosted a 
follow-up workshop, Social Media 201 
for Artists.

“We see it as a great return on 
investment of time to help individual 
artists market themselves and in 
doing so, they help market the 
tour and that helps elevate other 
artists and overall then, elevates our 
community in garnering national 
recognition as a world-class arts 

destination,” explains Hazlett.
Emmi Buck, Communications 

Director for the KIC, has been 
working directly with Hazlett in 
putting these workshops on and 
couldn’t agree more about the benefits 
of the organizational partnership. 
“KIC looks forward to providing 
networking opportunities to local 
creatives looking to spread their work 
and elevate their brand. Partnering 
with the WRVST is a great example 
of how KIC drives community 
building benefiting both our local 
economy and Wood River Valley ties.”

More workshops will take place in 
the coming months before the tour but 
like the first two, workshop content will 
be determined by a survey sent out to 
roughly 230 artists in the Valley. 

Also new to the Tour this year is 
a stand-alone magazine that will be 
published on August 1 and provide 
a guide to the artists, maps of the 
different cities, and beautifully-curated 
pages. “This is a physical indication of 
our continued desire to enhance the 
quality of what we do, how we deliver 
the information about artists, and 
how we strive to create a meaningful 
experience for our visitors,” explains 
Hazlett.

Whether it’s your first time or 
your 7th, if you’ve never been in a 
studio or seen where art is created 
or if you’re an art connoisseur, the 
Wood River Valley Studio Tour has 
a little something for everyone. So get 
in your car, on your bike, or tie on 
some walking shoes and see what the 
WRVST can offer you this August.  F

“The annual Tour allows Valley residents and visitors
alike this rare opportunity to see into the minds

of creatives – what inspires them? Are their studios
vast or intimate? What is their process?” 

– Suzanne Hazlett, Wood River Valley Studio Tour co-founder and president

For more information visit wrvstudiotour.org
SUN VALLEY SOURCE   25


