
spotlight

ON THE RISE
By Hayden Seder, Photos courtesy of SVSEF

The moment SVPN highlights one set of exceptional athletes 
at Sun Valley Ski Education Foundation (SVSEF), more young 
stars rise to the top, excelling in their chosen snow sports. To 
celebrate a few of this season’s athletes on the rise, SVPN asked 
Head Freeski Coach Tyler Conway, Freestyle Program Director 
John Grigsby, Snowboard Team Manager Pat Lee, Snowboard 
Progression B Team Coach Andy Gilbert, Alpine Director Scott 
McGrew, and Cross Country Director Rick Kapala to pick three 
athletes from their chosen disciplines who are changing the face 
of their sports. 

Above: Snowboard coaches Pat Lee and Andy Gilbert 
show off their skateboarding moves at the Air Barn.
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SCOTT 
MCGREW ALPINE PROGRAM DIRECTOR, 

NORTH SERIES TEAM HEAD COACH

Discipline: Alpine

Enjoys: Camping, backpacking with friends, 
going to the Gold Mine, sitting in Town 
Square with friends

Up Next: Early season training in Panorama, 
British Columbia; “the usual unrelenting 
press of school planned-absence forms, 
van rides, and hotel rooms, with a little bit of 
going fast squeezed in there too.”

Discipline: Alpine

Enjoys: Riding dirt bikes and 
mountain bikes, spending time 
outside and in the mountains, lifting 
weights, CrossFit, playing guitar

Up Next: Training in Canada; race 
NCAA in college

COOPER  DART 
Age: 17 
School: Community  School

NOAH  LEININGER 
Age: 17 
School: Wood River High School

COACH MCGREW SAYS: 
“Madison is quiet, determined, and 
has committed herself to her sport 
completely. Her group trains at 6:30am 
and 4pm every day for the last few 
months and she hasn’t missed a single 
session. She finds balance between our 
over-the-top training demands and a 
social life of someone her age. She’s not 
ranked first in the country like some of 

her other teammates but she embodies 
the commitment that it takes.”
“Noah’s got as much heart as any athlete 
I’ve ever had the pleasure of working 
with. He buries himself on a daily basis 
as he works to identify his potential, 
threshold, and capacity. His capacity 
to reach deep inside himself is not just 
impressive, it’s mind blowing.”

“Cooper’s coming back this year after 
missing last year due to injury. He broke 
his leg on New Year’s day in a onesie on 
‘70s skis which just shows how much he 
loves the mountain. In so many ways, 
he’s a pied piper for the sport and its 
culture. He brings an incredible balance 
of mind, body, and spirit to this sport.”

MADISON  FERRIS: I was born in Ketchum 
and have lived in the Valley ever since. I have 
been skiing since I could walk. I joined the 
Sun Valley ski team in second grade, and 
have never looked back. Skiing is a passion 
for my family—my sister is also on the team. 
My dad went through the program and later 
coached. 

COOPER DART: I’ve been skiing for 15 years 
and ski racing for about 13. I’ve been 
skiing for SVSEF for the last eight years. 
Throughout those eight years, I’ve raced 
across the western and central U.S., and have 
trained as far away as Austria.  

NOAH LEININGER: I’ve been skiing since I 
was two years old, and I have been involved 
with SVSEF since about fourth grade. I am 
now on the SVSEF alpine FIS team where 
we compete mainly in the western and rocky 
central regions. This year I won the True 
North Scholarship, which was funded by 
the Kalik family. This was a huge honor, and 
the scholarship will help me and my family 
greatly with this upcoming season!

Discipline: Alpine

Enjoys: Going to the beach in Hawaii, camping, Outdoor 
Leadership Academy at Community School

Up Next: First race December 17 begins  
the season

MADISON  FERRIS 
Age: 15 
School: Community School
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RICK 
KAPALA CROSS COUNTRY 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Discipline: Cross Country

Enjoys: Running cross country and track, 
road biking, cyclocross or mountain biking, 
hiking 

Up Next: Getting strong and conquering new 
fears after shoulder surgery, hopefully going 
to Junior Nationals again

Discipline: Cross Country

Enjoys: Tennis, soccer

Up Next: National Junior Trials 
at Olympia venue of Soldier 
Hollow, Utah; three Junior National 
qualifiers; Junior Nationals

SOPHIA MAZZONI 
Age: 15 
School: Community School

JOHNNY HAGENBUCH 
Age: 15 
School: Community School

COACH KAPALA SAYS:  
“Peter is the full package. He was 
one of six boys from across the USA 
to represent our country at the 
International Scandinavian Series 
last winter. Team leader, exceptional 
student, and exceptional ski racer 
and the kind of guy we look to as an 
example of what is possible when you 
commit to the process of challenging 
yourself to be your best.”

“Sophia is entering her second year 
on comp team after a very successful 
freshman season where she posted many 
top results on the way to qualifying for 
U.S. Junior Nationals. An exceptionally 
hard worker who is self motivated and 
always looking for ways to improve, 
she is often found getting in that extra 
training session on her own when no 
one else is looking.”

“Johnny posted top ten U.S. Junior 
Nationals results after posting numerous 
Intermountain podiums in what would 
be considered one of our best seasons 
for new young skiers on the team. He 
loves everything about cross country 
ski racing, from the training challenge 
to the excitement of competition to 
the camaraderie that is built among 
teammates.” 

PETER WOLTER: I’ve been Nordic skiing since 
age two. I started skiing on the SVSEF Nordic 
team in second grade. I have attended Junior 
Nationals four times, receiving multiple top 
10s. I am ranked 15th in the nation for all 
junior males. I represented the United States 
at the U18 Nations Cup last year in Otepää, 
Estonia. I am hoping to race at the collegiate 
level next year. 

SOPHIA MAZZONI: I have lived in Sun Valley 
for four years. I originally lived in McCall, 
Idaho before moving to the Valley. My family 
and I decided to move here for the alpine ski 
program. After alpine ski racing in Sun Valley, 
I made the switch to Nordic skiing. I am now 
going on my third year of Nordic skiing and 
I can’t wait for the season to begin. Last year 
I went to all the Junior National Qualifiers 
(JNQs) held at Bogus Basin (Idaho), Soldier 

Hollow (Utah), and Bozeman (Montana). At 
the Bogus Basin race, there was a 5k classic 
race and a 5k skate race that I competed in. In 
the 5k classic, I was able to place second in the 
U16 (ages between 14-15) category. In the 5k 
skate, I was able to place third. By the end of 
all three races, I was able to make it to Junior 
Nationals. 

JOHNNY HAGENBUCH: I’ve been Nordic 
skiing since age two. I started skiing on 
the SVSEF Nordic team in 2nd grade. I 
have attended Junior Nationals four times, 
receiving multiple top 10s. I am ranked 15th 
in the nation for all junior males. I represented 
the United States at the U18 Nations Cup last 
year in Otepää, Estonia. I am hoping to race 
at the collegiate level next year. 

Discipline: Cross Country

Enjoys: Driving, photographing unique cars and trucks 
(follow Peter’s Instagram @peterlikescars), whitewater 
kayaking

Up Next: U.S. Nationals in Soldier Hollow, Utah; potential 
qualification for World Junior Championships in Soldier 
Hollow, Utah

PETER WOLTER 
Age: 18 
School: Community School
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TYLER 
CONWAY FREESKIING 

HEAD COACH

Discipline: Freeskiing

Enjoys: Basketball, camping, boating, 
wakeboarding, surfing, mountain biking, 
skateboarding

Up Next: Rev Tour, Aspen Open

Discipline: Freeskiing

Enjoys: Training in the Air Barn and 
skateboarding

Up Next: Junior Nationals in Sun 
Valley; the Aspen Open in Aspen, 
Colorado; competition at Mt. Snow 
in Vermont

HANNA BLACKWELL 
Age: 16 
School: Wood River High School

WILL GRIFFITH 
Age: 15 
School: Sage School

COACH CONWAY SAYS:  
“Jed is an amazingly talented 
skateboarder and I'm interested to see 
how he pushes the sport of slopestyle 
skiing."

“Will has great air awareness and style. I 
want to see him push the progression of 
slopestyle.”
 

“Hanna is stepping up her game this 
year and is competing against some of 
the top women in halfpipe skiing.”

JED WATERS: I’m from Hailey, Idaho. I had 
ski lessons from Sun Valley Company from 
three to six years old. Then from five to ten 
I competed in races like the Kindercup in 
downhill skiing and snowboard, and the 
Arkoosh Cup race and kept placing first. 
Then 2013 to 2015 I discovered freeskiing 
and fell in love with slopestyle and halfpipe. I 
competed as an independent and kept making 
the podium. I used to watch the SVSEF ski 
team practice and the coaches started talking 
to me and letting me follow them around a 
few times. Andy Ware, Reed Snyderman, and 
a couple of others told me I should be on the 
team. I signed up and got on the Freeski travel 
A team in 2015 and traveled to places like 
Aspen, Park City, Snow Basin, and Mammoth 
and made podium in nine events.

WILL GRIFFITH: I’ve been skiing since I was 
two years old. I have been a part of SVSEF 
since I was eight, I was on the Alpine team 

and was a ski racer. I then joined the Freestyle 
team when I was 12 because racing was boring 
and I wanted more freedom in my sport. We 
mostly compete in open class competitions 
with other highly competitive athletes between 
the age of 14 and 30. However, when I was 
younger I did age group competitions. 

HANNA BLACKWELL: I have been a part 
of SVSEF for three years but have been 
skiing since I was two years old. I have been 
competing in women’s halfpipe for SVSEF 
for three years and plan on many more. By 
being a competitive free skier I have competed 
in USSA and USASA competitions for the 
past three years ending the 2015/2016 season 
on top with placing first in halfpipe at the 
2016 USASA Nationals at Copper Mountain, 
Colorado.

Discipline: Freeskiing

Enjoys: Competitive skateboarding

Up Next: Aspen Open, USSA and USASA events, potential 
qualification for Junior Nationals and Nationals

JED WATERS 
Age: 15 
School: Wood River High School
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JOHN  
GRIGSBY FREESTYLE  

PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Discipline: Freestyle

Enjoys: Fly fishing, big game/waterfowl 
hunting, riding dirt bikes

Up Next: Potential qualification for 
Nor-Am Tour at selections, skiing big 
Intermountain and Rocky Mountain 
competitions

Discipline: Freestyle

Enjoys: Mountain biking, golf

Up Next: U.S. Ski Team Selections in 
Winter Park, Colorado (top two skiers at 
the event are granted starts on the World 
Cup Tour which could lead to a career on 
the U.S. National Team); Junior National 
Championships in Sun Valley; U.S. national 
Championships in Steamboat, Colorado; 
potential qualification for Nor-Am Tour

HOLDEN LARGAY 
Age: 18 

ALEX LAFLEUR 
Age: 16 
School: Community School

COACH GRIGSBY SAYS:  
“Brody is coming back from a season-
ending injury from last year (fractured 
skull). Before his injury, Brody was 
ranked one of the top skiers on the 
team. He received clearance from 
his doctor in August and started the 
reentry to sport protocol in September. 
Since then Brody has had great 
advancements in his training.” 

“Alex was our top finisher last year at 
the U.S. National Championships in 
Steamboat and is also our top ranked 
national athlete at 36th in the country. 
He is currently a junior at Community 
School and has shown a great 
improvement in his aerial training 
at the Sagewillow Air Barn training 
facility.” 

“Holden just recently moved here 
from Montana and is joining our 'Post 
Grad' program. I consider him our 
'Dark Horse' as he’s never been a part 
of a full-time ski program and still, as a 
weekend warrior, managed to be one of 
the top skiers in the region.” 

BRODY BUCHWALTER: I was born in Sun 
Valley. I started skiing on Dollar at three years 
old and started on the Hailey Ski Team at 
seven years old as an alpine racer. I have been 
part of the SVSEF since I was 10 years old 
when I decided I wanted to follow my dad’s 
footsteps and be a freestyle skier. The last year 
of middle school is when I actually started 
competing in moguls. 

ALEX LAFLEUR:  I’ve been affiliated with 
SVSEF for the past eight years. I skied for the 
first time just before turning two, however I’ve 
been skiing moguls competitively since 2009. 
Through the SVSEF, I’ve had the fortune of 
traveling across the western United States, and 
even up through Canada. My competitive 
experience derives from the endless weekends 
atop numerous mogul courses, all while 
being accompanied by my closest friends. 
Throughout my last five competitive years, 
I’ve competed in regional events in Montana, 
California, Colorado, Utah, and here in 
Idaho. I’ve competed in Junior National 

Championships the last three years in a row. 
In 2015, I managed a third place among the 
best skiers in the nation ages 15 and under. 
Last year in that event, I skied into the finals 
and finished the highest of any other mogul 
skier in SVSEF history. During the 2015-
16 season, I traveled to both U.S. Ski Team 
Selections in Winter Park, Colorado, and 
U.S. National Championships in Steamboat, 
Colorado. I’ve been Intermountain Divisional 
Champion in my age group three times, and 
finished as the overall divisional champion last 
season. However, those successes couldn’t have 
been achieved without the everlasting support 
of my parents, coaches, and friends. 

HOLDEN LARGAY: I’m from Missoula, 
Montana. I was two years old when I had 
my first day on skis and I have been mogul 
skiing since I was eight. I first started on the 
Missoula freestyle ski team at that age and 
continued to ski for that team until last year. 
This will be my first year skiing for the Sun 
Valley ski team.

Discipline: Freestyle

Enjoys: Mountain biking, skateboarding, and summer 
camp counseling at Atkinsons’ Park to teach kids to bike 
and skateboard

Up Next: U.S. Selections at Winter Park; potential 
qualification in U.S. National Championships in 
Steamboat, attending Montana State University

BRODY BUCHWALTER 
Age: 18 
School: Wood River High School
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ANDY 
GILBERT

PAT 
LEE

SNOWBOARD PROGRESSION  

TEAM COACH

SNOWBOARD 

TEAM MANAGER

Discipline: Snowboard

Enjoys: Skateboarding

Up Next: Rev Tour in Mammoth, 
California

Discipline: Snowboard

Enjoys: Track and field, soccer, exploring 
the mountains with friends

Up Next: Rev Tour, USASA events, and 
possibly Nor-Am in Canada in March

PHEBE ERICKSEN 
Age: 16 
School: Wood River High School

PAYTON BACCA 
Age: 15 
School: Wood River High School

COACHES GILBERT & LEE 
SAY: 
“Aidan came out of left field; he was a 
late edition to the squad a few seasons 
ago. He’s got the fire and the stoke. He 
loves doing it and wants to improve. He 
really pushes the other guys.”

“Payton is just an all-around athlete. 
When not riding, she’s competing in 
soccer. She travels and plays all year long. 
She’s got drive and is a well-rounded 
rider. She’s as comfortable with four 
other girls in a bordercross run as she is 
with a solo run in the pipe. She’s a self 
motivator but takes coaching really well.”

“Phebe is about five feet tall and maybe 
80 pounds. She is the tiniest thing 
but has a skateboarding background, 
which has really transferred to her 
snowboarding. She qualified for the Rev 
Tour in both pipe and slopestyle this 
year. She’s always smiling and asking for 
coaching.”

AIDAN GREEN: I have been snowboarding 
since I was six years old. I started out with 
the SVSEF as a grom, riding with many of 
the same people who are still on the team 
today. I moved away for four years riding 
with the Northstar team before subsequently 
making my way back to this Valley three 
seasons ago. The results that I am most proud 
of are in the halfpipe discipline including 
fifth place at the 2016 USASA Nationals, 
qualifying for the Rev Tour for this 
upcoming season, winning first place two 
seasons in a row at the regional competitions 
in Jackson Hole, and lastly being awarded 
both the Most Improved and two Standout 
Season awards by my amazing coaches.

PAYTON BACCA: I have been snowboarding 
for six years. I have been with SVSEF for eight 
years; my first two years I was doing Nordic 
skiing and ski racing but from a young age I 
knew that those were not my passions. I had 
grown up around snowboarding. My dad 

works for the U.S. Snowboard Team and all 
of my friends were doing it. I started doing it 
during my free time but didn’t join the team 
until 2010. I started competing that year 
in small competitions. I still continue to do 
USASA today but since I’m older I’m allowed 
to compete in the Revolution Tours and this 
year in Nor-Am competitions. These are a 
much higher level of competition and if I do 
well it will qualify me for the next level, which 
is Grand Prix and Dew Tours where all of the 
pros compete.

PHEBE ERICKSEN: I have been snowboarding 
for about eight years, and have been a part of 
SVSEF for about six years. I focus on halfpipe, 
slopestyle, and rail jams.  During the time on 
team I have competed in several big Mountain 
West series competitions, and the past two 
years I have competed in USASA Nationals.

Discipline: Snowboard

Enjoys: Hanging out with the great people of this Valley

Up Next: Regional contests in Sun Valley and Park City; 
Rev Tour, USASA Nationals in halfpipe

AIDAN GREEN 
Age: 15 
School: Wood River High School
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