
The band has been in the studio working on their second 
album for almost two years but, as happens with many 
bands, there’s been a bit of a line-up change. The band’s 
first album had a different vocalist and a different guitar 
player until about seven months ago when their singer 
quit the band. “We were lucky to find the perfect fit for a 
new singer. We thought we had a finished second album 
but with our new singer we had new songs we wanted to 
add,” explains Clotti. Their second album is slated for an 
early 2018 release date. “I think it’s the best thing we’ve 
ever created. The songs are short, soulful, and funky—
not ten-minute jams,” says Clotti. The band’s current 
line-up includes Clotti, Swislow, vocalist Jonny Woods, 
guitarist Leo Plumber, and bassist Ian Taylor. The album 
also features special guests like saxophonist Skerik from 
Seattle, Fred Wesley, John Popper from Blues Traveler, MC 
Raashan Ahmad, DJ Logic, and Bill Summers from Herbie 
Hancock and the Headhunters.

With a new singer in tow, the northern California band 
now has their sights set on touring and spreading their 
sound beyond the Northwest. “Funk and soul are very 
danceable; it’s really accessible for a lot of people. It’s got 
a groove, it’s simple,” says Clotti. Indeed, with bands like 
The Weekend and Bruno Mars turning elements of funk 
into chart-topping pop songs, funk and all its sub-genres 
are prime for large audiences. “Funk is simple—maybe 
people just like simple.”
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“I never thought we would ever 
go on the road or anything, it 
was just a fun thing  
to do on Monday nights.”  
—Pete Clotti

Object Heavy will play at Whiskey Jacques on  
Saturday, September 23. Learn more and get tickets  
at whiskeyjacques.com.

From performing as a nightclub jam band to playing with 
Blues Traveller and Fred Wesley (trombone player for 
James Brown), through band breakups and shakeups, writ-
ing songs or rolling with the punches, Object Heavy has 
both been and seen many things in its short existence. But 
that go-with-the-flow mentality is one usually prevalent in 
bands like Object Heavy that take soul, funk, and hip hop 
and can play with any band to any tune. The band brings 
their self-proclaimed “neo soul funk project” to Whiskey 
Jacques September 23.

“We started as a house band,” explains drummer Pete 
Clotti. “We were doing something on Monday nights 
called The Getdown at a nightclub I own in Arcata [The 
Jam].” Those sessions produced nights of improvisational 
keyboards, guitars, horns, vocals, and drums, involving 
a core group of people including many of Object Heavy’s 
original members. With the band’s ability to seemingly 

play anything as well as their own tunes, keyboardist Brian 
Swislow suggested becoming a band.

While most artists spend a good deal of time penning lyrics 
and planning songs before entering a studio, Object Heavy 
dove right in and started recording in 2015 with little 
plan and mostly musical arrangements from nights at The 
Getdown. “We basically wrote the album while we were in 
the studio,” explains Clotti. The album took about a year 
to make with just instrumental parts at first, and without a 
definite notion of whether they would end up with lyrics. 

As for a name, Swislow came up with Object Heavy based 
on the “heavy objective” of making music to provide an 
escape from the harsh realities of the world, with topics 
such as the environment and politics becoming heavier by 
the day. “We’re not trying to heal the world,” says Clotti, 
“but music is a nice escape.” 

Above: Object Heavy performing along with a few friends.
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