
  T H E  W E E K L Y  S U N  •  A U G U S T  2 2  -  2 8 ,  2 0 1 8  5

BY HAYDEN SEDER

Much of the state of Idaho 
is dedicated to the rais-
ing of livestock, making 

the relationship between ranch-
ers and their livelihoods and the 
predators that threaten that liveli-
hood of immense importance. 

In 2004, Lava Lake Lamb, 
Inc., created the Lava Lake In-
stitute for Science and Conser-
vation, a nonprofit organization 
that serves as a permanent insti-
tution dedicated to conservation 
of the landscape. A 501(c)3 non-
profit organization, Lava Lake 
Institute relies on charitable 
contributions, including a recent 
grant of $23,120 from the Wood 
River Women’s Foundation, for 
“Corridors for Coexistence.”

The Institute serves as the fis-
cal agent for the Wood River Wolf 
Project, a collaborator on the 
“Corridors for Coexistence” pro-
gram. It seeks to promote the use 
of nonlethal measures to protect 
sheep, such as increased human 
presence, guard dogs, Foxlights, 
noisemakers, and ropes with col-
ored flags attached to the top of 
fence lines, known as fladry. 

Since the Wood River Wolf 
Project’s inception, in 2008, doc-
umented sheep losses to wolves 
in central Idaho have been 90 
percent lower than the rest of Ida-
ho, based on the USDA National 
Agriculture Statistics Service.

This new project is an exten-
sion of the Wolf Project’s cur-
rent game camera trapping pro-
gram, which monitors wolves 
in the area. The project’s goal is 
to expand existing efforts five-
fold from the current 12 cam-
eras across the project area—a 
1,200-kilometer square area in 
the Wood River Valley—to 60 
cameras.

 “The goal of the project is first 
to increase our ability to hopeful-
ly monitor predator movements, 
particularly wolves, and, second-
ly, to get a better understanding 
of wildlife abundance and move-
ment patterns,” said project co-
ordinator Greg Hill. “We hope 
to gain a better understanding of 

how increased human activity in 
the area is impacting these move-
ments.” 

Understanding predator move-
ment, as seen from the data col-
lected by these cameras, is one of 
the first steps to preventing wild-
life conflict, whether with pets or 
livestock. 

“Knowing those movements 
can better prepare people to im-
plement effective deterrent strat-
egies or avoid potential conflict 
altogether,” Hill said.

Flat Top Sheep Company own-
er John Peavey agrees. 

“Knowing where the wolves 
are would be a real plus,” he said. 

Another motivator in under-
standing predator movements 
in the area were the number of 
mountain lion attacks on dogs 
this past winter. Many dogs were 
attacked and mountains lions 
had to be killed. 

“This is another answer to the 
question of avoiding human/
wildlife conflict,” Hill said. “The 
first step is understanding how 
the animals move and in which 
areas certain species are going to 
be most abundant, and then being 
able to have good information on 
how to avoid those conflicts or 
mitigate potential problems be-
fore they start.”

Wolf reports last year in-
creased during late August and 

early September, which gave the 
Wood River Wolf Project incen-
tive to get this new program up 
and running in time for this bus-
ier season. 

“One of the ultimate goals is to 
provide livestock producers with 
a toolkit or guide based on the 
data we collect for how they can 
avoid areas where they might run 
into potential problems,” said 
Hill.

The project is currently in its 
beginning stages, with 15 cam-
eras in the field. Hill predicts 
that the full 60 cameras will be 
deployed by early September. 
The funds from the Wood Riv-
er Women’s Foundation will go 
primarily to the purchase of each 
$160 camera and the staff time 
for putting the cameras in place, 
checking them, and organiz-
ing data. Cameras are typically 
checked on a biweekly to month-
ly basis. 

Currently, baseline data being 
collected will be analyzed in col-
laboration with Boise State Uni-
versity assistant professor Neil 
Carter, at BSU’s College of In-
novation and Design, along with 
graduate student Edward Trout. 

For more information on the 
Corridors for Coexistence proj-
ect, visit woodriverwolfproject.
org or lavalakeinstitute.org.
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A bull elk is caught on camera in the woods. Photo courtesy of Wood River 
Wolf Project

‘CORRIDORS FOR 
COEXISTENCE’
Lava Lake Institute and  

Wood River Wolf Project work to promote 
nonlethal solutions for predators

Team members of the Wood River Wolf Project attach a camera to a tree. Photo courtesy of Wood River Wolf 
Project
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NEWS IN BRIEF

ImPact Baseline Testing To Be Done On 
Students To Assess Head Injuries

St. Luke’s Wood River, in conjunction with Wood River Middle 
School, will offer free non-mandatory ImPact baseline testing for 
students of any local middle school, age 12 and older. The test is 
highly recommended for students who compete in sports and/or 
participate in organized clubs. ImPact baseline tests are valid for 
two years if the student has not sustained a head injury during 
that time.

ImPact testing is a computerized assessment of an athlete’s 
short-term and long-term memory, as well as their reaction time. 
This tool assists doctors and trainers in diagnosing head injuries 
and determining when it is safe to return to a sport. 

In accordance with Idaho state law, student athletes sus-
taining a head injury are not eligible to return to practice and 
competition until cleared by a medical doctor. 

Testing will be conducted at the Wood River Middle School 
according to the following schedule, during regular football, 
volleyball and soccer practice times:

From 3–4:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 22, for volleyball players 
and other club sports/activity participants; 3–4:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 23, for soccer and other club sports/activity partici-
pants.

For more information, contact Jonah Torseth, Wood River 
Middle School athletic director, at (208) 578-5030, ext. 2336, or 
Jesse Foster, St. Luke’s Wood River contact at (208) 727-8282.


