
PANDAS AND PEOPLE
Based out of Colorado, alterna-
tive folk band Pandas and People 
has taken both the Colorado music 
scene and the nation by storm in the 
short five years they’ve been playing, 

winning accolades such as Best New 
Artist from The Colorado Sound and 
playing with bands such as Twenty 
One Pilots, The Doobie Brothers, and 
Nitty Gritty Dirt Band. Their debut 
album, Out to Sea, came out in the 
fall of 2017 with their catchy single 
“Find You,” which you can hear live 

at their show at Whiskey Jacques on 
Friday, February 9.

Founded in 2013 by Joshua Scheer 
(vocals/bass) and Jonny Day, who has 
since left the band to pursue a country 
music career, Pandas and People actu-
ally began as a side-project while the 
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two played in their rock band, Five Day Rhetoric. “We 
wanted to try an acoustic song, which is how we wrote 
‘On My Way’,” says Scheer. “We were into this hard rock 
stuff when we finally realized, ‘Do we even enjoy playing 
this?’” Scheer began listening to more acoustic bands like 
Ben Howard, The Lumineers, and Mumford & Sons, real-
izing that the positive lyrics spoke to him more than the 
depressing rock songs he had been listening to for so long. 
“It was a time when I was going through a weird transi-
tion of maybe just growing up,” says Scheer. “I didn’t 
look forward to writ-
ing songs anymore.”

The duo recorded “On 
My Way” and mere 
weeks later it was 
chosen as a top-ten 
contender in a local 
competition, Home-
town for the Holidays, 
held by Denver radio 
station KTCL. As a 
result, it was put into 
radio rotation for two 
weeks, giving the song and the brand-new band the kind 
of publicity that many only dream of. 

“We had so many people asking us about the song, we 
came up with a quick band name, kept writing music, and 
quit our rock band,” explains Scheer.

The band name may seem random, but is derived from a 
1989 textbook Of Pandas and People. “We were trying to 
get something interesting and catchy and we were tossing 
around names that dealt with animals,” says Scheer. “Our 
friend’s band name, Fierce Bad Rabbit, comes from a 
book, so we started Googling things like old textbooks.” 
Pandas and People has since grown to include guitarist 
Conrad Marshall, Tucker Ewing, Dave Brown, and pia-
nist Megan Huffman. 

The album’s single, “Find You,” epitomizes the band’s 
flair for alternative folk: instruments like the banjo and 
mandolin overlay edgy modern-rock rhythms synthesiz-
ing into a contemporary, more aggressive version of the 
traditional folk genre. While the band released a debut EP 
in 2013 and has since released several singles, this album 
constitutes their first full-length endeavor and a depar-

ture from the type of writing and recording style featured 
on the first EP. Because their debut song became popu-
lar so quickly, Day and Scheer hurried to come up with 
enough material to get the EP off the ground and satisfy 
the interest coming from fans. As for Out to Sea, much 
more thought and deliberation went into the songwriting 
and recording process, resulting in an album with much 
more depth that is more in tune with the band’s style. 
“We really wanted to take our time and discover what we 
wanted to do,” says Scheer. “This album took a couple of 

years. Some of the songs on it we had already written a 
while ago but didn’t want to necessarily put out there. We 
worked with different producers, released singles a year 
apart, and we even went back in the studio three differ-
ent times to mix and master ‘Find You’—we definitely put 
more time and thought into this album.” 

Another major difference from the debut album was the 
songwriting process. Since Day and Scheer were the only 
band members at the time of conception, they wrote all 
the songs for the EP. The new album features several dif-
ferent songwriters and producers including Scheer, Ewing, 
and some guests. “This album was a collaboration of 
many people versus just two songwriters,” says Scheer.

Whether you’re intrigued by the name, enticed by the 
prospect of live alternative folk music, or simply because 
you’ve become addicted to the catchy rhythms of one of 
their hit singles, Pandas and People will be a show not to 
be missed.
Pandas and People will play at Whiskey Jacques on Friday,  
February 9, 2018. For more information and tickets, visit  
whiskeyjacques.com.

“We got to open for Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, one of my  
favorite bands growing up. They were teaching us  
lessons on the mandolin and banjo and then on the  
last song of their set they asked us to come up and  
sing 'Atlantic City' with them.” 
–Josh Scheer, on one of the highlights of his career
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