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BY EMILEE MAE STRUSS

Silver Creek High School stu-
dent Dakota Sanders hopes 
to graduate this year, though 

she is technically a junior. Sanders 
has been in the Gifted And Talent-
ed Education (GATE) program 
since she was in second grade. 

“Being in the GATE program 
since I was little just showed me 
that I learned different from other 
kids, and faster,” Sanders said. 

When Sanders became of ap-
propriate age, she started taking 
a full course load of Advanced 
Placement classes; however, she 
still felt that something was off 
about her education. 

Sanders said she feels nothing 
is wrong with traditional edu-
cation but she just knew she did 
not fit there. She needed an alter-
native, but struggled to discover 
where her unique learning capa-
bilities could fit best.

Sanders started attending 
SCHS mid-December last year.

“Silver Creek is perfect for me 
because there are only 50 stu-
dents and the advisors are really 
involved,” Sanders said. “I was 
also able to catch up on all my 
credits and could test out of some 
classes.” 

Last year, Sanders applied for 
and received a scholarship to at-
tend the Writers’ Conference in 
Sun Valley. She attended many 
powerful talks and made con-
nections with very accomplished 
writers, including author Ridley 
Pearson, whom she now works 
for as a personal assistant. 

“I like working with Pearson,” 
Sanders said. “He needs a teen to 
help with slang and wording to 
make his young-adult novels le-
git, so I help with that.”

Sanders enjoys learning about 
multimedia and trying her hand at 
various types of art when she isn’t 
working for Pearson. She hopes 
to attend a university in Washing-
ton post-graduation for graphic 

design and, potentially, psycholo-
gy. For several years she has been 
making signs and logos using 
Adobe Draw and playing around 
with her iPad Pro, learning pho-
tography and editing photos.

Last year, Sanders also applied 
for and received a grant from the 
Blaine County Education Foun-
dation to build a longboard, after 
breaking her own. 

“I wrote a paper about the sci-
ence of longboarding—the histo-
ry and culture and even skating 
fashion,” Sanders said. “With the 
grant, I bought the bamboo and 
maple wood, and with the help of 
my dad, we made a longboard.” 

Sanders then painted the bot-
tom with a mystical character 
with humanistic features—a 
character that Sanders explains 
has appeared in some of her pre-
vious work. 

“I didn’t know what I was go-
ing to paint at first,” Sanders said, 
“but then I just sent it.”

She has developed many great 
friendships through SCHS and is 
inspired by the staff.

“One of the most inspirational 
people I know is Thor Top,” Sand-
ers said. “He is always there when 
anybody needs him. He is like the 
dad of our school and brings such 
a light to the entire school.”

Top is an advisor and teacher at 
SCHS. Sanders expresses grati-
tude for many individuals in help-
ing her find her unique pathway to 
education and self-development. 

“I am proud of myself for con-
tinuing to try in school,” Sanders 
said. “A lot of GATE students 
drop out of school and I just didn’t 
want to be a statistic, so I chose 
to stay.”

Editor’s Note: Anyone who 
would like to recommend a 
Blaine County School District 
student for The Weekly Sun’s 
“Student Spotlight” feature 
should contact Emilee Struss at 
emilee.struss@gmail.com.
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GATE student finds her niche 

Dakota Sanders. Photo courtesy of Dakota Sanders

Stephen Ross Bynum
Stephen Ross Bynum was born July 8, 1958, in Stockton, Calif., 

grew up in Tucson, Arizona, raised his family in Ketchum and Hai-
ley, Idaho, and died September 23, 2018, at St. Luke’s Magic Valley 
Medical Center in Twin Falls, Idaho.

Steve’s face smiles eternally in the box office of the Magic Lantern 
Cinemas and behind the counter at Video West. A pillar of this com-
munity, Steve was our resident expert in all things movies, music, 
politics and literature. He gave his friendship and mentorship liber-
ally, bestowing unconditional love and approval on the young and 
the old, and he was hopelessly devoted to his wife and partner of 42 
years, Heidi, and children, Alice and Liam.

Steve was raised by three women—his grandmother Alice, mother 
Babe, and sister KC. He spent many nights at Grandma’s house (he 
was her favorite), along with his seven uncles and aunts, and many 
cousins, while his mom worked two or three jobs at all times to pro-
vide for her daughter and son. He 
learned to read early, and used his 
voracious literacy to connect to the 
obscure corners of underground 
music, film, comics and zines, the 
old masters of painting, and great 
books, fiction and non. His friends 
from junior high and high school, 
especially Ted and Deuce Miller, 
reflect his interests. He was chub-
by, balding, emotive, and jovial 
from the beginning, and he had 
an extraordinary voice—the thing 
Heidi first fell in love with their se-
nior year at Rincon High School, in 
Tucson.

Steve studied art at the Univer-
sity of Arizona, delivered The Arizona Daily Star, and was held up 
at gunpoint at the Circle K (the first of his nine lives). Not wanting to 
leave G.G. Alice until she died at 94, when Heidi came to Ketchum to 
visit her dad, Scotty, Steve packed up and followed, knowing next to 
nothing about the place. After a few months, he talked Cindy Ham-
lin into hiring him and started working closely with Rick Kessler 
at the Magic Lantern, where he connected to lifelong friend Doug 
Bergstrom and to our community, especially the teens he trained and 
guided, through a shared love of cinema. He was preoccupied with 
entertainment, feeling it was his duty to ensure that each of us was 
thoroughly amused and educated in his presence.

When Alice and Liam were born, Steve got to invent fatherhood, 
not having experienced it himself. For him, fatherhood was about 
nurturing the child’s innate creativity and loving heart. He read to 
his children every night off, continuing into their adulthoods. He 
plied them with instruments and art supplies, indulged every interest 
they ever expressed, and took them seriously, respecting their opin-
ions and engaging them in lively debate. He was endlessly proud of 
their accomplishments, and of them.

Steve’s own creative works boggle the mind, including screen-
plays, cartoons and comic strips, portraits, and music anthologies; he 
managed bands and produced albums under the name Analog Reten-
tive; wrote reviews, published Pork Pie Magazine and That’s Cool, 
That’s Trash. He was an autodidact, enthusiast, collector, negotiator, 
teacher. Though he hated capitalism, he was an excellent salesman, 
generous boss, and terrific customer (and tipper), from the Lantern 
to Video West to the libraries, Iconoclast, the Record Exchange, At-
kinsons’, Irving’s, the post office, and the bus. He knew your name, 
as you knew his.

Steve and Heidi believed in being there, smoothing the path, put-
ting others’ needs first, that “no man is a failure who has friends.” He 
admired givers, kindness, poignant truths, and beauty. He fell in love 
with Heidi for the near-perfect way she perceives others’ needs and 
always looks to the good. They understood each other, committed 
equally to their family, forged their marriage from the difficult child-
hoods they both had come through, and succeeded in their highest 
ambition of being the steadfast parents and spouses they so wanted 
to be.

Steve turned 60 years old this July and celebrated his 31st wedding 
anniversary in May. He continued to grow his entire life, includ-
ing after his stroke in 2010, which left its mark on his speech and 
penmanship, but also taught him to be less reactive, more receptive, 
and (believe it or not) even more sentimental, acutely aware of the 
closeness of death. In his last year, he was able to rest and enjoy his 
home with dog Vinnie, cat Shadow, and Heidi. Not sick, but without 
regular employment, he was free to pursue his passions and record 
many of his memories as he watched the seasons change.

Steve died suddenly, days after developing acute idiopathic pancre-
atitis. He was surrounded by his adoring family, alert and loving to the 
last, as they sang, spoke, and held each other.

Steve is survived by his wife, Heidi Sharp Scott Bynum, and their 
children, Alice Adele and Liam Skye; his sister, Kathryn Currier 
(KC) Fuller and her daughter Roney; brother-in-law Craig Cooper, 
his wife Lydia, her mother Mary Black, and children Kayla and Will; 
sister-in-law Cathy Foley and her children, Chris and Jason, Jason’s 
wife Becca, and their children, Amelie, Scout and Griffen; and fa-
ther John Bynum.

He was preceded in death by his grandmother, Alice Lundquist; 
mother, Edna Beryl (Babe) Bynum; in-laws Edward Scott and Mar-
garet McGregor; brother-in-law Bob Foley; brother-in-law Larry 
Fuller; sister-in-law WynneDei Gayle Cooper Kruse; and Lydia’s 
father, Bill Black.

All are invited to celebrate Steve’s life at the Presbyterian Church 
of the Big Wood, in Ketchum, at 2 o’clock on Saturday, Oct. 20. Do-
nation details to follow with the memorial announcement.

OBITUARY STEPHEN ROSS BYNUM

BY HAYDEN SEDER

On Sunday, Sept. 30, the Board Bin and the City of Ketchum partnered 
to host the 4th Street Party on the blocks surrounding the Board Bin. 
The party coincided with the Board Bin’s 30th anniversary and was 

also host to the second annual Art Decko art auction as well as their semi-reg-
ular “Massacre on 4th Street” skateboard slalom, which they have hosted on 
and off in the past.

The event took place from 1-8 p.m. and featured food from both Rickshaw 
and The Burger Grill, beer from the Hot Water Inn, a bouncy house for kids, 
a table from the Environmental Resource Center, Board Bin 30th-anniver-
sary T-shirts, and a raffle to win a snowboard. Taking the stage were local 
bands the Hurdy Gurdy Girls and Andrew Sheppard.

Now in its second year, the Art Decko 
art show and auction featured roughly 
80 skateboard decks painted by various 
individuals in town. Proceeds of the 
show will go to the Guy Coles Skate 
Park in Ketchum.

Running down 4th Street for several 
blocks were a series of cones set up for 
the “Massacre on 4th Street” skateboard 
slalom in which skateboarders weave in 
between the cones. Skateboarders of all 
ages ran to the top of the course over and over to experience the thrill. Board 
Bin owner and city councilmember Jim Slanetz did the course several times, 
with his dog Luna chasing right behind him.

“We wanted to give people something to do on a Sunday before everyone 
goes into hibernation for the winter,” Slanetz said.

Halfway through the celebration was the Idahound dog show, with catego-
ries such as Best Costume, Master Lookalike and Kid Handler. 

The event had an air of nostalgia as people surveyed photos of Jim and 
his wife Karin Reichow, who he opened the Board Bin with in 1988. One of 
the Art Decko skate decks depicted Jim as a tribute to the man who made 
skateboard and snowboard culture in Ketchum so rich.

BOARD BIN HOSTS SUCCESSFUL 4TH STREET PARTY

We wanted to give 
people something 

to do on a Sunday 
before everyone goes 
into hibernation for the 
winter.” 

Jim Slanetz

Board Bin owner, Jim Slanetz, on the slalom course. 
Photo by Hayden Seder Custom designed skate decks were being auctioned off. Photo by Hayden Seder

Hailey City Council Member Colleen Teevin Resigns
Hailey City Council member Colleen Teevin announced her resignation during a regular city council meet-

ing on Oct. 1, 2018. Teevin stated that since she was elected three years ago, many things in her personal 
and professional life have changed and, after careful consideration, she decided to step down from her seat 
on the council.

The mayor is authorized by Idaho law to appoint a qualified resident to fill a vacant city council seat. 
Mayor Fritz Haemmerle plans to present an appointment within a month to the council, which will then 
consider the nominee and vote on whether to approve the appointment.

“I would like to interview any resident of Hailey interested in and with energy for the position,” Haem-
merle states in a recent news release from the city. “Let’s have a conversation.”

The appointed council member will serve until the next city election, at which time voters will have the 
opportunity to elect a council member. The next election will be in November 2019.

Interested residents must be qualified electors of Hailey, meaning that they must reside within the city’s 
limits for at least 30 days prior to seeking the appointment, they must be at least 18 years of age and they 
must be a U.S. citizen. Those interested and qualified should contact City Administrator Heather Dawson to 
arrange an interview with the mayor (either 208-788-4221, ext. 18, or heather.dawson@haileycityhall.org). 

Ketchum Architects Win 2018 AIA Idaho Design Awards
Every other year, American Institute of Architects Idaho (AIA) celebrates the best buildings and spaces—

and the people behind them—with some of the most prestigious awards in the industry. Last week, AIA 
Idaho announced the winners—including four Ketchum-based architects—of its 2018 Design Awards at a 
ceremony held at the Inn at 500 Capitol in downtown Boise.

This year, AIA Idaho recognized nine projects in the architecture category: one honor award, two merit 
awards, and five citations. Additionally, two projects were honored with special awards for Best Use of Ida-
ho Wood and Sustainability. The following Ketchum-based architects were awarded for projects in Blaine 
County:

Mike Doty of Michael Doty Associates won a Citation Award for the Reed Hornbuckle residence in 
Ketchum; Jack Smith of Architect Jack Smith FAIA won a Citation Award for the Freis house in Ketchum; and 
Jeff Williams of Williams Partners Architects won a Citation Award for the Kneebone building in Ketchum. 
Also, a Best Use of Idaho Wood Award went to James McLaughlin of McLaughlin & Associates for a private 
residence in Blaine County.

Idaho Power Launches Smart-Saver Pledge
Idaho Power is asking its customers to make saving energy a habit in 21 days by participating in its 2018 

Smart-saver Pledge this fall. This year’s pledge challenges participants to save energy by committing to at 
least one of the following energy-saving actions:

•  Changing the porch light to an LED or adding a sensor
•  Using a programmable pressure cooker once per week instead of the oven or stove
•  Hang-drying clothes after washing
•  Unplugging cellphone chargers when not in use
•  Using kitchen and bath exhaust fans only when needed instead of leaving them running
  There are many ways to enter—customers can fill out the Smart-saver Pledge included with their 

bill and mail it in, visit www.idahopower.com/smartsaver or respond to Idaho Power’s posts on social me-
dia. The winner will choose between an ENERGY STAR® electric refrigerator, freezer, washer and dryer set, 
dishwasher, oven, range, stove, microwave or TV.

Caritas Chorale Seeks Singers
Caritas Chorale is currently looking for singers to join the group and to rehearse for an upcoming perfor-

mance.
Rehearsals for the group’s presentation of “A Day of Hope and Light” will begin on April 9. The concert 

will be presented on June 2 at the Community Campus in Hailey and at several other venues in Bellev-
ue, Ketchum and Hailey. This unique event will feature Caritas Chorale along with choral musicians from 
schools and churches in the Valley. 

Caritas encourages all who are interested in joining the group for this concert to come to the first re-

hearsal. The Chorale is open without audition to anyone interested in singing. Rehearsals are held at Our 
Lady of the Snows Catholic Church on Sun Valley Road downstairs on Monday at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome. 

Caritas Chorale is a nonprofit community chorus located in the Wood River Valley. The chorus sings 
several public concerts each year. Recent concerts have featured: Bernstein’s ‘Chichester Psalms,’ Rutter’s 
‘Requiem,’ Handel’s ‘Messiah,’ Rutter’s ‘Gloria,’ and ‘Cinemagic,’ an anthology of Hollywood music. To learn 
more about Caritas Chorale, visit www.caritaschorale.org.

Sheriff’s Office Makes Grand Theft Arrest
Following an investigation, Blaine County Sheriff’s Office deputies arrested Michael A. Barbee, age 32, of 

Hailey, on Thursday, Sept. 27, for felony grand theft, I.C. 18-2407.
Barbee allegedly stole a Fujifilm SonoSite ultrasound machine and probe—valued at approximately 

$60,000—from a medical conference held at the Limelight Hotel in Ketchum on Sept. 22. Barbee has been 
released from custody on a $2,500 bond. 

Sheriff’s Office Makes Felony Drug Arrest
On Sept. 28 at about 6:32 p.m., deputies from the Blaine County Sheriff’s Office were dispatched to a 

report of a suspicious vehicle located near 173 Foothill Road in Carey.
Deputies located Douglas L. Allen, age 24, of Hailey, in a silver 1997 Infiniti. They determined that Allen 

had an outstanding warrant for failure to appear on a previous charge. During a search of his person—inci-
dent to the warrant arrest—deputies located a pipe that contained methamphetamine. They arrested Allen 
for felony possession of a controlled substance, I.C. 37-2732(c)1 and misdemeanor possession of parapher-
nalia, I.C. 37-2734A1. Allen has been released from custody on a $5,000 bond.

Workers’ Compensation Rates To Decrease In Idaho For 2019
A proposal for a minus (-) 4.2 percent overall rate change to Idaho workers’ compensation insurance, 

effective January 1, 2019, has been approved by the Idaho Department of Insurance. The proposed rate 
change comes from the National Council on Compensation Insurance.

The state’s workers’ compensation benefit system is designed to cover medical costs associated with 
workplace injuries. It also provides wage replacement benefits to injured workers for lost work time. The 
National Council on Compensation Insurance annually collects information about Idaho’s workers’ com-
pensation system and submits proposed rates to the Department of Insurance for review and approval. For 
more information, visit www.doi.idaho.gov.

Senator Risch Advocates For Local  
Collaboration On Idaho Forest Projects

During a bipartisan exchange at an Energy and Natural Resources Committee markup on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 
U.S. Senator James Risch (R-ID) advocated for Idaho’s ability to manage forest lands through a collaborative 
process instead of litigation.

Risch has cosponsored legislation by Senator Steve Daines (R-MT) that would help meet that goal, the  
“Protect Collaboration for Healthier Forests Act.” This legislation would develop a pilot program for the 
U.S. Forest Service to resolve disputes over certain forest management projects through arbitration rather 
than in the courtroom. The pilot would be carried out in Montana, Idaho and Wyoming for five years and 
give eligibility for up to two projects a year. In his remarks, Risch used the distinctive Idaho Roadless Rule to 
underscore the value and importance of the collaborative process. The Protect Collaboration for Healthier 
Forests Act was amended and passed the Committee.

Opera Idaho Welcomes New Board Members 
Opera Idaho has welcomed three new members to its board of directors: Bonnie Hollenbeck, Amanda 

Sampson and Laura Simic.
“These members will aid in supporting the organization with their specific skill sets and professional 

knowledge,” states a recent news release from the organization.
Bonnie Hollenbeck has been a senior healthcare executive with St. Luke’s Health System since 2014. 

Amanda Sampson is Commercial Contracts Legal Counsel at the J.R. Simplot Company. Laura Simic has 
more than 30 years of fundraising and alumni relations experience in public and private higher education. 
In Simic’s current position at Boise State University, she leads the teams responsible for the university’s 
fundraising, alumni relations and donor relations, and provides strategic leadership for campaigns.
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