
“Songwriting evolves and 
changes—hopefully you 
don’t stay in the same place 
all the time.” —Tyler Ramsey

TYLER RAMSEY
By Hayden Seder

When the weather changes to cold, wet days, I begin 
to long for a certain type of soundtrack: melodic, 
slightly melancholy tunes that make me pensive while 
driving home at night through a snowstorm, or that 
simply make me want to lie back on my warm bed 
listening to the wind outside. Artist Tyler Ramsey’s 
songs are exactly that. While researching Ramsey, 
I came across a video of the singer/guitarist play-
ing “Long Dream,” from the album A Long Dream 
About Swimming Across the Sea. The hypnotic lyrics 
consist mainly of the words, “I had a long dream 
about swimming across the 
sea,” but the guitar adds 
such an evocative and haunt-
ing quality to the singing that 
I've had the song on repeat 
ever since. With a new album 
on the way, Ramsey begins a 
western tour with a stop at 
the Sun Valley Opera House, 
January 18.

Though the North Carolina-
based Ramsey has been a 
solo artist since his self-titled 
debut in 2004, he may be 
best known as the guitarist 
for Band of Horses, which he 
joined in 2007, just before 
the release of their break-
through album, Cease to 
Begin. “I’d known my friend 
Bill Reynolds for a really 
long time in Asheville; we played in different bands 
together and would run around playing different 
clubs and playing on other people’s records there,” 
explains Ramsey. Reynolds was already a member of 
Band of Horses when, one day, he asked Ramsey for 
a ride to practice. “I drove him and met the guys,” 
says Ramsey. “It was me, Ben [Bridwell] and Creigh-
ton [Barrett] hanging out at a bar. Their guitar player 
couldn’t play a show so I filled in for him and then I 
joined the band.” 

But after 10 years with the band, Ramsey recently 
announced his departure and went back to his solo 
career. “It was a good, long run,” says Ramsey of 
his choice to leave the band. “It just worked out 
that it was time to go and put out this record that I 
finished.”

During his time with the band, Ramsey had con-
tinued to record his own material as a solo artist, 
putting out 2008’s A Long Dream About Swimming 
Across the Sea and 2011’s The Valley Wind. Grow-
ing up listening to artists like Mance Lipscomb, 
Mississippi John Hurt, John Fahey, and Leo Kottke, 
Ramsey incorporates a ragged blues element with 
his indie sound. That sound remains present on his 
upcoming fourth album, which is finished but not 
yet released. “It’s a solo record along the same lines 
as my past albums but I did have a lot more guests 

perform on this one,” says 
Ramsey. Those guests include 
Seth Kauffman of Floating Ac-
tion, Kevin Ratterman, owner 
of the studio La La Land at 
which the album was record-
ed, singer Joan Shelley, Nathan 
Salsburg, and Gareth Liddiard 
from the Australian band The 
Drones, Thad Cockrell, Molly 
Parden, and Russ Pahl, who 
has played with names like 
Blake Shelton, Toby Keith, and 
Kenny Rogers.

Ramsey may not be recording 
with his old band any longer, 
but the spirit continues. “It’s 
all my project,” says Ramsey. 
“When I have people in the 
studio with me, I totally use 
them for what they want to 

contribute. They’re my songs and I have a general 
idea of what they need to be when they’re done.”

As life goes on, so does the content of Ramsey’s 
work, and his newest album features songs based on 
the events of recent years: “A lot of the songs were 
written on tour, some written at home right after my 
daughter was born. I think in the way that songwrit-
ing evolves and changes—hopefully you don’t stay in 
the same place all the time.” 

Tyler Ramsey plays at the Sun Valley Opera House on Thurs-
day, January 18, at 7pm. As part of Sun Valley Center for the 
Art’s professional artist residency program, he will also be 
working with guitar students from Wood River High School 
and Community School. For tickets and more information, 
visit sunvalleycenter.org.

Tyler Ramsey and dog.
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