
For their inaugural event, Sun Valley Tour de 
Force chose Idaho BaseCamp, an educational 

non-profit specializing in what they call “enviro-
tainment”: teaching kids important values and life 

skills through the use of entertaining activities within 
their environments. Started in 1998 by Mat Gershater, 
the organization now includes over 18 seasonal staff 
(including Mat’s wife Whitney McNees), 13 acres of 

property up Trail Creek purchased in 2005, and over 50 
programs a year.

Idaho BaseCamp’s began as Mountain Adventure 
Tours (M.A.T.), a group consisting of about 
10 kids and Gershater in the summer of 1998. 
He started with only four kids but by the end 
of the summer had 10. Over the course of the 
next few years, the program grew so much that 
Gershater ended up buying the future Idaho 
BaseCamp property and setting up Mountain 
Adventure Tours BaseCamp. “In mountaineering, 
they have a basecamp that you always come 
back to,” explains Gershater of the name. “This 
is their internal basecamp; they can always 
take the experience home.” After 15 years of 
the adventure camp, Gershater created the 
nonprofit Idaho Basecamp in order to increase 
the opportunities for kids and to have year-round 
programming. “We built a wilderness retreat 
facility that now is being utilized at least three 
seasons out of the year,” explains Gershater.

In addition to their regular lineup of programs 
of M.A.T., IBC has the 2nd annual Outdoor 
Adventure Teen Leadership Program and this 
year Idaho BaseCamp received the funding to 
create a new program; their 5th Grade Outdoor 
Adventure Program which brings south Valley 
5th graders to the Trail Creek facility for a week 
of outdoor adventure education. Students learn 
skills from morning mindfulness and meditation, 
shelter building, fire starting, team building, and 
more. The funds raised by the Tour de Force will 
specifically go to this program so that 5th graders 
all over the Valley can enjoy the outdoors free of 
charge.

“Idaho BaseCamp’s programs are directly 
impacting some of the youngest and most 
vulnerable in our community. The skills they are 
learning will give them confidence to make smart, 
healthy, and inspired decisions now and into the 
future. We are incredibly proud to be funding 
such a noble cause,” says Maya Blix, Co-Founder 
of Intrepid Events, Inc. and co-producer of Sun 
Valley Tour de Force. 

“We want to give kids the opportunity to go 
camping for the first time and be immersed in 
nature,” adds Gershater. “We just finished our 
first week with kids from Alturas Elementary 
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School. It was amazing to see these 
kids who have maybe never camped 
before show up and learn about 
science through nature and even how 
to just pack a sleeping bag. We want 
to bring that to all the schools in the 
Wood River Valley.” 

With the Sun Valley Tour de Force 
donation, Idaho BaseCamp is hoping 
to fund one to three classes; an impact 
of 80 to 240 students. The skills 
taught at the camp are meant to instill 
leadership and increase self-esteem 
while also fully immersing them in 
nature as the camp is a complete 
digital detox of screens and phones. 

Finding things to do other than 
stare at screens is fairly easy at 
the environmental campus. Forts, 
bridges, and other secret areas in the 
surrounding woods abound while 
the grounds themselves are full of 
yurts and buildings that are great for 
exploring. The Borah Basin building 
is the first public hemp building in 
the United States and is the main 
building for the camp. Mattie Mead 

from Hempitecture and Dale Bates 
of Living Architecture teamed up 
to create a sustainable building, 
complete with passive solar design, 
solar thermal heating, and a rocket 
stove, with 75% recycled materials. 
Most of the buildings on the property 
are made of recycled materials—
there’s wood from a sawmill in the 
San Juan Islands built in the ‘30s, 
stone from a Gimlet remodel as well 
as other Valley construction projects, 
scrap metal found on the property 
welded into a new railing, pool chairs 
from Zenergy, beams from a paper 
mill in Emmett, elk antlers carved 
into door handles, and a piece of art 
made from 1970s Japanese closet 
doors. The effect is a loving hodge-
podge of materials that creates for a 
sustainable environment as well as the 
opportunity to expand and grow as 
more materials come in. The Borah 
Basin building has a 900-square-foot 
open space with large windows that 
overlook the Big Lost River as well as 
bathrooms and running water. Glass 
balls blown by inner city students 
from Hilltop Artists in Tacoma, 

Washington, also appear in the facility 
in addition to other special touches 
visible throughout. 

The importance of outdoor adventure 
education to Idaho BaseCamp as 
well as to our community cannot 
be stressed enough. “Outdoor 
adventure education is proven to 
develop personal responsibility, build 
courage, and increase respect for the 
environment and our community,” 
explains Gershater. “It challenges us 
and creates a connection that you can 
only get when standing on top of a 
mountain or crossing an icy cold river. 
We are thrilled to be selected as a Sun 
Valley Tour de Force beneficiary. Our 
program has a lot of growth potential 
and these funds will help us achieve 
a lasting future for the local fifth-
graders.” 

Visit sunvalleytourdeforce.com for more 

information.
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Above: The view from Idaho BaseCamp

“Outdoor adventure education is proven to build 
personal responsibility, courage, and respect for the 
environment and our community. It challenges us 
and creates a connection that you can only get when 
standing on top of a mountain or crossing an icy 
cold river.” –Mat Gershater, Founder, Idaho BaseCamp
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