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Above: Ben Gourlay (left) and Zach Gerry (right) at the bike shop's bar. 

I walk through the double doors of PK’s Bike under a big sign that 
simply says “Bike Shop” and encounter Ben Gourlay, Sun Valley 
native and bike aficionado, watching a documentary that links the 
origins of mountain biking with hippies in California.

“Marin bikes are all named after bike trails from the area!” he exclaims 
excitedly about learning this interesting history. Soon, co-owner, head 
mechanic, and self-proclaimed “nomad” Zach Gerry joins us with his dog, 
Dude, after having spent the morning moving the refurbished 40-foot charter 
bus that he traveled in for years previously before landing in Sun Valley. In 
short, these guys convey the vibe of exactly what they’re trying to accomplish 
with PK’s Bike: just regular guys, putting together your bike over a couple of 
(free) beers.

“It’s a rider’s shop more than anything; it’s a 
shop for people who love biking.” –Zach Gerry
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While PK’s Bike shares the name and 
space as PK’s winter ski shop, the bike 
shop was started as a separate entity. 
Both Gourlay and Gerry work in the 
ski shop during the winter but learned 
that PK’s ski shop owners weren’t 
interested in keeping the spot open 
for the summer. “Zach and I thought 
that seemed silly,” says Gourlay. 
“Leadville is becoming a high-traffic 
avenue and to have this spot closed 
down for half of the year during 
arguably the busiest months in the 
Valley seemed like a waste.”

Both Gourlay and Gerry always 
wanted to open a bike shop and 
had a very distinct vision for what 
theirs would be like. Rather than 
try to compete with the other retail 
bike markets in town, they want to 
make coming to PK’s Bike about the 
experience and truly learning about 
your bike and what goes into its 
repair. In addition to a comfy couch 
and several TVs to watch sports, 
videos, and more, there’s a wood 
bar, complete with bar stools and a 
beer tap that faces the repair shop, 
giving you the chance to have a free 
drink and shoot the bull while seeing 
exactly what Gourlay and Gerry are 
doing to your bike. “We want to be a 
place where people learn about bikes 
and the service that goes into them 
too,” explains Gerry. “It seems like 

at a lot of shops, people are unwilling 
to talk to you about what’s going 
into the bike. Here, our number-one 
goal is to never make anyone feel 
stupid about what’s going on with 
their bike.” Adds Gourlay, “That’s 
the vision for the bar facing the work 
station: you become a part of it. You 
can sit, have a beer (on us!), and 
watch as your bike is fixed. We want 
you to see us diagnose it and we’ll be 
as up front as possible with you about 
whether you actually need a part or if 
it’s something surface-level.” 

The shop truly is a hangout for 
the bike aficionado. Even if your 
bike isn’t in need of repair, you get 
the sense that these two guys will 
welcome anyone who wants to saddle 
up to their bar and talk about bikes. 
They can’t charge for the beer but 
instead ask for tips in a jar with a 
photo of a cat skiing and the phrase, 
“Help send my cat to the 2018 
Winter Olympics!” Currently on tap 
is the Red Seal Ale from North Coast 
Brewing, a keg that was given to the 
guys by a distributor rep in exchange 
for fixing his bike.

The shop may be small but Gourlay 
and Gerry provide all the necessary 
parts and retail needed for any true 
biker. “We’re primarily a repair shop 
but we do rentals as well. We also 

have jerseys, bikeshorts and all that 
but if you’re looking for a full retail 
store with 10 different jersey options, 
we’re not that. There are so many 
other stores doing that and we don’t 
want to compete with them,” says 
Gourlay. Since opening on May 1, the 
guys have serviced close to 25 bikes 
and have had plenty of interested 
locals and visitors alike popping their 
heads in the door. “There hasn’t been 
any bike we’ve had to turn away,” 
explains Gerry. “Some bike shops 
send things out but we’ll do it right 
here if we can. People can also come 
in and sit at the bar on our iPad to 
order things, see the prices, and have 
us help pick the parts. Then we’ll 
have it sent here and do the work.” 
Gerry is also Bosch-certified and can 
diagnose problems with the electronic 
bikes coming onto the market.

So whether you’re a local looking to 
get your bike fixed by some genuine 
bike lovers or a tourist fresh off the 
plane looking to rent, PK’s Bike is 
certainly the place. In the words of 
Ben Gourlay, “Sit down, drink a beer, 
hang out. You’re here.”

PK’s Bike
320 N Leadville Ave | Ketchum
208.726.7474
pksbike.comAbove: Dude (dog) guards the door at PK's bike shop. 

“We’re a bike shop that 
does retail as opposed to 
a retail store that has a 
bike shop.” –Ben Gourlay
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