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After moving to New Orleans for college, childhood 
friends Jeff Raines (guitarist) and Robert Mercurio 
(bassist) fell in love with the local funk scene and 
legendary bands like The Meters and Dirty Dozen Brass 
Band (both of whom have since played with Galactic), 
and started what was then called Galactic Prophylactic. 
“Jeff and I started the band in 1993 as more of a college 
band,” explains Mercurio. “Once we got good and 
graduated from college, we thought the name was kind 
of juvenile and changed it to Galactic.” While the duo 
was certainly familiar with the brand of funk that James 
Brown and P-Funk had made popular, the New Orleans 
sound was one they wanted to explore. After adding 
drummer Stanton Moore, keyboardist Rich Vogel, 
vocalist Theryl DeClouet (no longer with the band), and 
saxophonist Ben Ellman, the band’s lineup was complete 
and in 1996, they released their first of 11 albums, 
Coolin’ Off.

Galactic, a New Orleans-based jazz-funk fusion band, blends the sounds of many 
genres and musicians when playing, creating a unique “jam” for each song, album, and 
show. With guest performers like Macy Gray, Mavis Staples, and The Neville Brothers, 
the seven-piece band seamlessly incorporates rock, funk, brass, blues, jazz, hip hop, 
electronic, world music, and the New Orleans sound that first inspired them. The 
band brings their unique sound to the Sun Valley Pavilion on July 8, presented by RJK 
Entertainment and Sun Valley Resort.

By Hayden Seder
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Left to right: Drummer Stanton Moore, 
Guitarist Jeff Raines, Hammond Organist 
Rich Vogel, Vocalist Theryl DeClouet, 
Saxophonist Ben Ellman, Bassist Robert Mercurio
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Galactic’s most recent album, Into 
the Deep, is, in part, a return to the 
sound of their early days. “It was a 
throwback, in that we relied less on 
studio trickery like loops and things 
we had done with the album before,” 
says Mercurio. “With Into the Deep, 
we wanted to go back to a more 
organic sound and collaborate with 
people we had become friends with 
and known for a long time instead of 
on other albums where we reached 
out to people we didn’t know as 
well.” Making appearances on the 
album are artists Macy Gray, J.J. 
Grey, David Shaw, Maggie Koerner, 
and Mavis Staples, among others. 
And while this album may be a 
throwback to their original sound, the 
progression of the band as a whole 
since they first started two decades 
ago is obvious. “Things are very 
different from when we released our 
first album; we started using more 

studio technique and self-producing 
our records; we have our own 
studio. We’ve definitely adapted and 
progressed as a band,” says Mercurio.

Despite performing with so many 
people on their albums and at their 
live shows, their performing and 
songwriting process is still fairly 
straight forward. “Songwriting is 
mainly headed by Ben [Ellman] and 
myself,” explains Mercurio. “As for 
guest artists, it’s always a bit of an 
adaptation, especially if it’s a vocalist, 
but when we write a song with 
somebody, we definitely approach 
the song with the person in mind and 
don’t push them too far out of their 
comfort zone. If we’re touring with 
somebody, we pick them because 
they’re adaptable and can cover a lot 
of material.”

Though their last album came out 
two years ago, Galactic has been 
hard at work on the next one, while 
maintaining a pretty relentless touring 
schedule. “The second we finish an 
album, we start working on a new 
album. When we’re not touring, we’re 
home and when we’re home, we’re in 
the studio,” explains Mercurio. Their 
next album is half finished, but you 
can be sure it will be a soulful blend 
of artists and sounds guaranteed to 
bring you straight to the funky streets 
of New Orleans.

Galactic will perform with guests Andy 
Frasco & The U.N. at the Sun Valley Pavilion 
on Saturday, July 8, 2017. For more 
information please visit http://sunvalley.
ticketfly.com/event/1460942.

“We met Little Richard once and when 
he met our keyboard player, also named 
Rich, Little Richard goes, ‘I’m Little 
Richard so you must be big Dick!’"
–Robert Mercurio and a tale from the roadPH
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