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BY HAYDEN SEDER

The Mint, a Hailey restau-
rant and music venue de-
veloped by actor Bruce 

Willis in the mid-1990s, was re-
cently purchased and remodeled 
by Jenni and Paul Conrad of 
Hailey. Owners of Conrad Con-
struction, Jenni and Paul were 
joined in the venture by silent 
investors.

After sitting empty for the 
past 10 years, the newly revived 
Mint opened its upstairs music 
venue on Aug. 19 with Reckless 
Kelly. There was a sneak pop-
up show featuring Eric Lindell 
in mid-July, too. The downstairs 
restaurant portion will open in 
October and the upstairs will 
continue to host great musical 
acts.

Mention the infamous origi-
nal Mint (pre-Willis) and peo-
ple of a certain 
age in the Wood 
River Valley 
will have mem-
ories of the row-
dy bar scene.

“It was a 
riot,” said a 
longtime Valley 
resident. “After the rodeo on the 
Fourth of July, people would 
ride their horses into there and 
have rowdy card games. It was 
the best bar that has ever existed 
in this Valley.”

After Willis bought and re-
modeled the building, The Mint 
became a dining and musical 
venue destination for the whole 
Valley and it was not uncom-
mon to spy various movie stars 
and business moguls in atten-
dance. 

Musical talents such as B.B. 
King, Leon Russell, Dump-
staphunk, Buffalo Springfield, 
Steve Miller and Bo Diddley 
were just some of the acts that 
rocked the nightclub, in addition 
to Willis, who often played with 
his band, The Accelerators.

Jenni Conrad said this sense 
of nostalgia and community is 
what she and her husband as-
pired to bring back with their 
purchase of The Mint.

“We’re been here 27 years 
now,” Jenni said. “Paul and I 
have businesses in the Valley 
and we remember when The 
Mint was in its heyday. The 
Valley is growing rapidly, and it 

seemed like the right time for us 
to come in and make an offer on 
the building and breathe some 
life back into the Valley.”

The Conrads intend to keep 
much of the vibe that Willis’ 
Mint had, starting with the up-
stairs music venue. 

“We really wanted to keep the 
authenticity to the music ven-
ue,” Conrad said. “Great bands 
graced that stage and people 
have so many memories, so we 
wanted to keep it the same.”

To maintain the space as a 
great music venue, the Conrads 
rebuilt the entire sound board 
but otherwise only made small 
upgrades and repainted the 
walls. When patrons walk up-
stairs, The Mint looks just like 
it did 10 years ago.

“That’s my favorite part of the 
upstairs,” Conrad said. “When 
people walk in for the first 

time, you can 
see the wheels 
turning in their 
brain and the 
memories come 
flooding back.”

The restau-
rant downstairs 
is still under 

construction but the Conrads 
hope to have it up and running 
later this fall. Significant chang-
es were made to the downstairs, 
including building out the en-
tire kitchen, redecorating, and 
outfitting the area with com-
fortable booths to create a cozy, 
modern-industrial feel. The 
outdoor alley area adjacent to 
The Mint was also purchased by 
the Conrads and, during sum-
mers, will be open for dining 
with lounge seating and table 
service. They also have a 1966 
Airstream Bambi that they will 
convert into a bar cart for next 
summer. On the menu will be 
“downhome cooking with an 
uptown feel and flavor.”

Two live music shows are 
planned for October. The Rob-
bie Walden Band will play with 
a three-piece horn section on 
Saturday, Oct. 13, with opener 
Country Lips. The weekend be-
fore Halloween, Lounge on Fire 
will play with opener Mother 
Yeti.  For more informa-
tion on upcoming shows and 
updates on the opening of the 
downstairs, visit haileymint.
com.

Eric Lindell and his band play The Mint at a sneak peek in July. Photo by 
Dana DuGan
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The Mint was a good, 
lively, positive force 

in our Valley.” 

Jenni Conrad
Co-owner, The Mint
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GravityFitness-Tennis.com  |  208.788.7669

Weight Room
Tennis Courts
Group Exercise Classes
Mind and Body Studio
Martial Arts Studio 
3,700 sq. ft. State of the Art 
Functional Training Room

The Woodriver Valley’s most advanced fitness and 
athletic training center is almost open.

Featuring:

JOIN NOW

Cardio 
Towel services
Childcare
Member Lounge 
Stretch Areas
Tribe Team Training
Locker Rooms
Ample Member Parking

a month basic fitness membership, plus tax 
Expires October 15 | No Enrollment fee

Club Opens November 5
Get the Best Deal before the

Christina Tindle, LPC
Counseling, Coaching, 

Training, Workshops, RetreatsCall: 208.315.3075
christina.tindle.ma@gmail.com

SUSTAINABLE HAPPINESS

Office: 
Hailey: 101 E. Bullion St.

www.christinatindle.com

SERVICES:
Counseling: Individual, couples, family, teens

Groups: Women Thrive groups, 
Men Forum Group

Teen Leadership Summer Day Camps
Workshops: Solo Living, Positive Parenting, 

Thriving Couples
Women Pilot Camp: Life-Flight Confidence and 

Proficiency Boost
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The Weekly Sun staff’s favorite photo will win a $25 GIFT CERTIFICATE 
to Albertsons Grocery in Hailey. Submission deadline is September 20.

Send image to production@theweeklysun.com
(Please include the name of your pet, breed/type and your name and contact information)


