
Above: The Aurobora artist program barn south of Bellevue. Inset: Artist Maggie Ogden works alongside Aurobora owner Michael Liener.
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fine arts

Upon entering the barn used for Au-
robora gallery owner Michael Liener’s 
artist program, it’s easy to see why artists 
from other areas would be drawn to the 
distraction-free serenity of this space south 
of Bellevue. With an open, minimalist 
white space, classical music playing in the 
background, and Michael casually offering 
input to his current artist, the scene is set 
for true collaboration and experimenta-
tion to take place at this “artist residency.”

While Michael now refrains from referring 
to his artist projects as “residencies,” when 
he first began the practice through his 
gallery Aurobora in 1992, residencies were 
still something of a new concept and the 
term wasn’t being casually tossed around 
as it is today. “When Aurobora began in 
San Francisco, the idea was that we were 
going to invite artists to come to our 
studio to do unique works on paper; only 
monotypes,” explains Michael. “Artists 
would come, do a project with us, and be 
able to do something with a new medium 
or something outside their traditional 
medium.” Painters, sculptors, conceptual 
artists, and photographers were invited to 

come experiment at an old firehouse in 
Yerba Buena that housed both the gallery 
and the studio at the time.

In 2013, Michael moved his gallery to 
Ketchum where it remains in the Colon-
nade building. Upon arriving in Ketchum, 
Michael immediately set to work on 
finding a studio space to continue to allow 
artists to spend time working on projects. 
What he found was a barn south of Bel-
levue that he converted into a beautiful, 
white studio space. With almost nothing 
surrounding the barn, artists are in true 
peace and quiet as they experiment with 
works while Michael helps nurture their 
projects. 

This summer marks the first year of the 
artist program in Idaho with five artists 
having visited over the course of the year 
and a full line-up of artists in the coming 
year. New artists enter into an “Aurobora 
family” and once in, those artists are con-
tinually invited to visit and work on proj-
ects whenever they like. “If we have the 
time and space, they’re always welcome to 
do a new project with us,” says Michael.

ART IN THE BARN 
WITH AUROBORA
By Hayden Seder   
Photography by Ben Figueiredo

“The landscape and being in Idaho takes hold of each of the artists 
and seeps into what they’re doing. It sends them off in directions 
that are really beautiful.” - Michael Liener

svpn-mag.com     153   



Each artist stays between 10 days to two 
weeks and spends the majority of their 
time working in the barn. Artists are given 
full access to the studio and the materials 
they need, including a printer in Hailey if 
needed. “At the end of the day, when an 
artist finishes a body of work, we look at 
it and assess it and if the artist thinks it’s 
something that is stellar, we sign it, curate 
it, and bring it to the gallery to showcase 
it,” says Michael of the artist project 
process. “And then we keep all the works 
in our archive.” Michael also doesn’t see 
himself as a “mentor” in the process per se, 
but more of an impresario. 

“I’m more about bringing people together, 
giving them the opportunities, supplying 
them with what they need, and then they 
use me to talk about the final products 
because a lot of them benefit from a true 
collaboration. Because all of these artists 
we work with have been doing this for 
decades. When they get to that level in 
their career is really when we start to invite 
them here because they’re comfortable 
with what they’re doing.”

New York artist Dana Frankfort, who 
has taught at both Yale and Brandeis, 
participated in both a 2008 San Fran-
cisco Aurobora residency as well as one in 
Ketchum this past March. After knowing 
about the program and being interested in 
the opportunity to make large monotypes, 
Dana accepted Michael’s invitation and 

spent her days working from morning to 
evening either in the studio or making 
prints. “The beautiful thing about being 
in the middle of the landscape is that it 
allows for solitude and focus without dis-
tractions,” says Dana. “To be in the barn 
surrounded by that is priceless.” Michael 
was also a big part of the process, working 
from facilitating to showing Dana around 
Sun Valley. “The great thing about the 

residency is the freedom Michael gives to 
the artist to explore ideas. Working with 
Michael is amazing; he likes just watch-
ing the artist go. But he is also able to 
talk through ideas. I really leaned on him 
throughout the week.”

In July, Aurobora hosted artist Margaux 
(Maggie) Ogden, an artist recommended 
by Dana as one of her former students. 
“When an artist comes I often ask them 
to turn me on to someone I don’t know 

about,” says Michael. “Dana told me to 
check out Maggie and so I did and called 
her and told her we had the most beautiful 
space in Idaho. And she accepted!” 

“My former professor Dana Frankfurt 
had done two projects with Michael and 
introduced him to my work,” says Maggie. 
“We had a few conversations over the last 
few months before my residency and then 
I came out to Idaho.” A painter out of 
New York, Maggie primarily does acrylic 
abstraction paintings on raw canvas with 
elements of text and figuration. Her pieces 
are typically large-format in the 70-inch 
range. “In Idaho, I was trying to get out of 
my comfort zone a little bit,” says Maggie. 
“I don’t work on paper much and I haven’t 
done printmaking since I was in college. 
My studio practice in Brooklyn is so soli-
tary but it’s nice to work with Michael and 
a master printer in a collaborative way.”

With artists set to do projects in both 
August and September, the barn is at full 
capacity this season, filling Aurobora’s 
walls with fresh, collaborative works made 
possible by this beautiful, Idaho artist 
residency.

“The great thing about the 
residency is the freedom Michael 
gives to the artist to explore 
ideas. Working with Michael is 
amazing–he’s a cheerleader and 
so careful to not interfere in the 
process. He likes just watching 
the artist go.” –past residency 
artist Dana Frankfort

Aurobora
340 Walnut Ave | Ketchum
415.546.7880
aurobora.com

Above: The Aurobora artist barn studio space
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